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John 20:1-10(ESV) 1Now on the first day 
of the week Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb early, while it was still dark, 
and saw that the stone had been taken 
away from the tomb.  2So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disci-
ple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said 
to them, “They have taken the Lord out 
of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.”  3So Peter went out 
with the other disciple, and they were 
going toward the tomb.  4Both of them 
were running together, but the other dis-
ciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first.  5And stooping to look in, he saw 
the linen cloths lying there, but he did 
not go in.  6Then Simon Peter came, fol-
lowing him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the 
face cloth, which had been on Jesus’£ 
head, not lying with the linen cloths but 
folded up in a place by itself.  8Then the 
other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9for as yet they did not under-
stand the Scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead.  10Then the disciples went 
back to their homes. 
 

Christ is Risen!  He has Risen indeed!!  
Alleluia!!! I know it’s premature, but I just 
couldn’t wait.  As I write this we are still in 

the season of Lent so I will take the time to 
remind you of our Thursday services 1pm 
and 7pm as we continue in our Lenten series 
on the Ten Commandments.  I pray that you 
all will also be able to attend our Holy Week 
observance which begin on Palm Sunday 
when we will confirm the catechumens at 
the 10:30am service and then continue with 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services 
being at 1pm and 7pm, the Easter Vigil at 
6:30pm on April 15th, and our Easter ser-
vices with 6am, 8am, and 10:30am with a 
breakfast being served at 7am.  Don’t forget 
the Easter egg hunt on Saturday the 15th 
10am 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the final week of the Lenten season, 
the Holy Church remembers the events sur-
rounding the Passion of Our Lord Jesus.  
So, I would like to give you a overview of 
Holy week to assist you in your own medita-
tion on our Lord’s Passion and Resurrection. 
 The Holy week begins with the 
Lord’s triumphant and joyful entry to Jerusa-
lem.  In many congregations, palms are dis-
tributed and the people process into the Di-
vine Service, singing, “All glory, laud and 
honor to You Redeemer King!”  Then 
crosses and statues may be veiled, as the ser-
vice moves in a somber direction.  Mat-
thew’s account of the Passion is often read 



and the Divine Service celebrated.  Holy 
Monday traditionally features reading from 
John 12 (“the hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified”).  Holy Tuesday, pro-
vides opportunity to hear the account of the 
Passion from Mark (Mark 14:1-15:47), and 
Holy Wednesday would include the reading 
of the Lord’s Passion from Luke’s Gospel 
(Luke 22:1-23:56).  Since these Holy Days 
are not part of our celebration of Holy Week 
the assigned Gospel readings are included 
for your personal use. 
 

Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday), 
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday from a unit 
called Triduum (Latin for “three days”).  
Triduum is a single service that continues 
(with interruption) from Thursday to Satur-
day evening. In the evening of Holy Thurs-
day, we especially remember the institution 
of the Lord’s Supper and the “new com-
mand” Jesus gave regarding His love.  The 
altar is stripped as the congregation prays 
Psalm 22, then leaves in silence.  The con-
gregation gathers again on Good Friday for 
the chief service.  The liturgy this day is se-
verely simple, featuring St. John’s Passion 
account, the ancient Bidding Prayer, and the 
adoration of the crucified.  Many churches 
also observe Tenebrae, a service where 
psalms are prayed during growing darkness, 
symbolizing the extinguishing of our Lord’s 
breath upon the cross.  The conclusion of 
the three-day service, the observance of the 
great vigil of Easter, constitutes the longest 
piece of the three-day service.  It begins in 
the darkness where Tenebrae left us and 
then brings us to the shining light that broke 
forth in resurrection, celebrating our Pass-
over with Christ  

Jesus from death to life in Holy Baptism and 
the Eucharist (Lord’s Supper). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I pray this helps you with your Easter prepa-
ration and celebration. God Bless and have a 
very Blessed Easter and don’t ever forget, 
Christ is Risen!  He has Risen indeed!!  Alle-
luia!!! 
      
      
   God bless, 
  Rev. Joseph M. Fisher (Heb. 12:1-2) 
 
 
Tune in on Easter Sunday to hear Rev. Jo-
seph Fisher preach on the Lutheran Radio 
Church Service.  
April 16, 2017  7-7:30 am. on Joy 1340 AM 
and 98.7 FM.  
Today’s Christian Word/WJY 
 
 



PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH EN-
DOWMENT FUND. 
The Endowment Fund was approved by the 
Voter’s Meeting on Sunday, March 26. 
With much gratefulness we say thank you to 
the Endowment Fund committee that put in 
long hard hours to set up the Fund. 
Many thanks to David Boehlke-Chairman, 
Jim Behrens, Judy Frank, Allen Latall,  
Michael Schwittau and Jerome Sommer.   
 
We are now looking for Confirmed mem-
bers who would be willing to serve on the 
Endowment Fund committee in making 
sure that the fund is being run properly. 
If you are interested in being on the board, 
please either leave your name and phone 
number in Jerome Sommer’s mailbox or 
please speak with one of the Pastors. 
 



Board of Elders Meeting Minutes, Pilgrim 
Ev. Lutheran Church 

3/6/2017 

The meeting began with prayer by Pr. Fisher 
at 6:34. Present at the meeting were Pr. 
Fisher, Dave, Brian, Tanner, Ron, Dennis, 
Gary, and John. Absent were Pr. Raffa and 
Howie. 

The elders will be funding their Lenten meal 
on the 23rd via a Thrivent gift card. They 
will serve burgers and brats. 

Schedules were made through 4/16. 

Research was delivered regarding the sanctu-
ary light (i.e., the eternal flame). A question 
had arisen as to whether it would be appro-
priate to our confession to maintain it in 
light of its questionable use in Catholic 
churches.  In short, the matter is not a con-
cern. The elders will investigate wall-
mounted alternatives to suggest to the con-
gregation. 

The elders are checking to see what the cost 
would be to acquire an LCMS flag in the 
event of our Christian flag wearing out 
somehow. The elders tentatively wish to 
eventually trade out the flags, but more re-
search and discussion among the congrega-
tion is needed. 

Dennis has been working at reestablishing 
contact with several lapsed members. 

The pastors and elders are continuing to 
study the question as to whether fund raising 
in the church is being done in keeping with 
our faith. Pr. Fisher will deliver his findings 
for our consideration when next we meet. 

In light of the above, the elders are consider-
ing the possibility of holding a brat fry 
across the street at some point. 

The elders hope to have pictures of us la-
beled with our family groups on the bulletin 
board. 

We will soon be celebrating the 10th anni-
versary of Pr. Raffa’s ordination here at Pil-
grim. 

A question was raised as to whether pro-
spective communicant visitors can be better 
ministered to in light of and in keeping with 
the doctrine of closed communion. 

We discussed some usher procedures. 

We finalized plans for the elders’ Lenten 
meal. 

We discussed pictures and buying deadlines. 

We discussed selling pizza cards at the Lu-
ther movie. 

Pr. Fisher shared a letter asking for financial 
assistance. Pr. Fisher is willing to offer help 
of his own resources and asks that it may be 
done in the Church’s name. We will bring 
this to the council when next they meet. 

The meeting concluded with prayer by Pas-
tor Fisher at 8:27. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tanner Schmidt 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday,  
April  9 Divine Service 8:00 am. 
Confirmation, 
April 9 Divine Service 10:30 am. 
Maundy Thursday 
April 13 Divine Service 1:00 & 7:00 pm. 
Good Friday 
April 14 Divine Service No Communion 
1:00 & 7:00 pm. 
Easter Egg Hunt  
Saturday  April 15 10:00 am 
Hiding of Eggs for Easter Egg Hunt 
9:00  
Easter Vigil   
Saturday April 15 6:30 pm. 
Easter Sunrise Service 
Sunday, April 16, 6:00 am. 
Easter Breakfast  
Sunday April 16,  7:00 am. 
Easter Divine Service  
Sunday April 16, 8:00  & 10:30 am. 

We are still looking for  individually wrapped 
Easter Candies for the Easter Egg Hunt. 
Also, items to be used as prizes. Preferable 
new gifty type things.. 
Please have your donation to the Church 
office before  April 8th  as the Youth 
Group will be holding a “Share the Love 
Event” stuffing the Easter Eggs on that day 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUST A REMINDER: 
We now have an Amazon Smile account fully set 
up.  If you do shop on line at Amazon, I encour-
age you to go to the link 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7416568 
When you buy items through Amazon  Smile, 
the church will receive 0.5% of  your purchases 
as a charitable donation. 
 
 
The Easter Breakfast 
The Altar Guild would like to invite you to 
attend Pilgrim’s Easter Breakfast.  We will 
begin serving immediately after the Easter 6 
am service—that will be approximately 7 
am. 
The menu will consist of egg bake and po-
tato bake, fruit, breakfast desserts, colored 
hard boiled Easter eggs, and assorted bever-
ages.  ‘ 
We look forward to being with you on this 
joyous Easter morn. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
1-   Madison Jensen 
2-   Benjamin Grosskreuz 
      Brian Nitzke 
     West Hausmann 
     Karl Bandow 
3-   Mary Lehtimaki 
5-  Karen Spiering  
     Dennis Engmann 
6-  Jeffrey Meinburg 
      Linda Walters 
      Phyllis Weihert 
7-  Jerome Sommer 
8-   Alexander Franke  
      Melanie Buchholz 
      Suzanne Stadelmayer 
10-  Collin Olig   
        Jeremiah Cross 
12-  Matthew Franke  
       Arlyne Becker  
       Natalie Ruppier 
       Weston Slinger 
13 - Tiffany Schneeweis 
16-  Rita Dahl 
       Mallorie Held 
17-  Levi Spaeth  
18-  Susan Grosskreuz 
       Sara Oppermann 
       Michael Mejchar 
19-  Michelle Bandow 
20-  Nancy  Rosenthal 
21-  Katie Schettle  
22-  Brandon Eifert 
23-  Darleen Baerenwald 

       Cheryl Virchow 
       Traci Chapman 
       Wesson Daley 
24-  Don Brockhaus  
26-  Geraldine Wiesmueller 
27- Orville Heckendorf  
       Elaine Pintor  
28-  Kenneth Sauter  
       Rev. Joseph Fisher  
      Arya Farmier 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

15- Paul & Barbara Soat 
19 - Gregory & Betty Voelzke 
       Jeff & Joy Buchholz 
25-  Jerry & Gert Sullivan  
       Dean & Amber Milis  
26-  Christopher & Becky Ruppier 
       Christopher & Jody Held 
27-  Michael & Linda Mejchar 
29- Shawn & Trisha Daley 
 
 



IN OUR COMMUNAL PRAYERS 
All servicemen at home and deployed, espe-
cially Isaac Wirtz (son of Rev. Nick Wirtz) who 
is stationed in Baghdad.  
 
Lord God of hosts, stretch forth Your almighty 
arm to strengthen and protect those who serve 
in the armed forces of our country. Support 
them in times of war, and in times of peace keep 
them from all evil, giving them courage and loy-
alty. Grant that in all things they may serve with 
integrity and with honor; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
Father of all mercy, You never fail to help those 
who call on You for help. Give strength and 
confidence to Your [son/daughter] in [his/her] 
time of great need that [he/she] may know that 
You are near and that You uphold [him/her] 
with Your everlasting arms. Grant that, resting 
on Your protection, [he/she] may fear no evil, 
for You are with [him/her] to comfort and de-
liver [him/her]; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
For our Seminaries, especially the Ethiopian 
Lutheran Church and Seminary 
 
O God, through Your Holy Spirit You illumi-
nate the minds and sanctify the lives of those 
whom You call to the work of pastors and 
teachers. Look with favor upon this seminary for 
the instruction and formation of those who are 
to serve in the sacred ministry of Your Church. 
Bless those who teach and those who learn that 
they may apply themselves with ready diligence 
to the knowledge of Your Word, which alone is 
able to make us wise unto salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 
Note: After much consideration, we have decided to add a 
page in the newsletter that lists all of those struggling with 
health issues. (Not published on the website). Each 
month we will also have various petitions that you can 
pray at home for various needs all people in Christ, and 
especially those within our immediate church family here 
at Pilgrim. In the bulletin we will list those sick and 
infirm on the basis of need and emergency. In the event 
that you would like to have your name or your loved one’s 
name removed from the prayer list, please let us know.     
 
THIS MONTH PLEASE REMEMBER IN 
YOUR PRAYERS: 
Also those struggling with health issues: Eric 
Heuser, Laura Susnik, Barb Soat, Rob Aho 
Brother in law of Sarah Spalda, Chris Held,  
Natalie Ruppier, Paul Grosskreuz, Mark Rosen-
thal, Joyce Talajkowski, Deborah Brathovde, 
Brooke Steiner,  Deborah Sumner, Alan Werner 
(son in law of Mary Lehtimaki), Allen Latall, 
David Olson, Jeanette Guillaume,  Diane 
Behrens, Karen Haufmann, Olivemae Olson, 
Donald & Annetta Teske, Nancy Nicholas,  Don 
Meisenheimer, Donna Tessar, Jennifer Jensen, 
Scot Meisenheimer, Dorothy Young, Don 
Brockhaus, Wilma Wilson (Mother of Linda 
Stahl), June Fry, Ruth Mertz, Glenn Zenda, 
Carolyn Bren, Judy Clark, Dorothy Miller,  
Marge Mehleis, Mark Selzler, Linda Lukas, Ma-
rissa Flanders, Linda Schmidt, George Witt, 
Tom Jahn,  Jenny Vickerman, Donna Sommer, 
Scott Biskobing, Dave Carey, Laverne Gierach, 
Travis Winkler, Linda Borneman, Rachel Davis,  
Brian Vonlender, Glenn Schnabel, Inez 
Schwoch,  Richard Reich, Margene Leffin,  Ju-
dith Belling, Vanessa Kuehne, Jody Meisen-
heimer 



Sunday School News 
 We take this opportunity to thank Mrs. 
Carol Heger for her March 19th presentation of 
“The Annunciation of Our Lord”.  The hymn 
“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” was 
introduced.  We learned some new vocabulary 
words and enjoyed viewing some interesting art 
work.   

God bless our 2017 Confirmation class 
who will be confirmed on April 9th.  Some of the 
students in this year’s class have been with us in 
Sunday School since they were three years old.   

Please note:  NO Sunday School on 
Easter Sunday April 16th.  The last day of the 
2016-2017 Sunday School year will be May 21st. 
   April 23-29, 2017 is National Volunteer 
Week.  Please take the time to thank all of our 
wonderful volunteer Sunday School Teachers 
and Assistants.   Planning ahead, we are looking 
for at least one teacher, several assistants, and 
substitute teachers for the 2017-18 Sunday 
School year.  Please contact Sunday School Su-
perintendent Diane Swanson to volunteer.   

  

Ladies Guild/LWML  We will meet on Tues-
day, April 18. at 9:00 A.M.  Please 
note the time change as it is KITCHEN 
CLEANING DAY.  Lunch will be served. 
Judy, Janey, Norma, and Ruth are our hostesses. 
  
 
Thank you to the members of our congregation 
that supported our Ash Wed. supper.  The offer-
ing supported  Missionary Micah Wildauer. 
 
Our Pilgrim LWML is hosting the Zone 7 
Spring Rally on Tuesday, April 25 

beginning at 6:00 P.M.  Pilgrims' Abby Janssen 
will be our speaker.  She is a  counselor in West 
Bend and her talk will be about available       
resource help (eg. dementia, drugs etc.) There 
will be an ingathering of items for our Pilgrim 
Food Pantry.  If you are able to donate, the fol-
lowing items are needed... 
Coffee, Tea, Spaghetti Noodles and Sauce, 
Canned Vegetables and Soups, Cake Mixes, Pea-
nut Butter, Strawberry Jam, Ketchup, Mustard, 
Toilet Paper, Kleenex, Laundry Detergent, Dish 
Soap, Gift cards to Grocery Stores and 
Gas Stations,  (The Youth sell Script Cards) 
 Cash donations 



 



CAMP LUWISOMO NEWS 
Spring is Here! 
The weather is finally starting to feel like 
spring… which means summer is just 
around the corner!  That also means there 
are many tasks to be completed in the next 
few months to be prepared for  summer 
camps, weddings retreats, and campers in 
the campground. 
For that reason , we are looking for volun-
teers to help with cutting, splitting, and 
stacking wood, and doing general cleaning 
and clean-up around camp.  It is a great op-
portunity for people of all ages to come up 
and enjoy God’s wonderful  creation, the 
fellowship of working side by side with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ, and the satis-
faction of a Job well done.  We hope you 
can join us! 
To register, call camp at 920-622-3350, or 
visit www.luwisomo.org/event/spring-
work-weekend. 
 
Family Weekend 
On November 1, 1961, the LLL purchased 
the property that is now Camp LuWiSoMo 
from George Peacock. On July 22, 1962, 
1,000 people gathered on the newly pur-
chased property for the dedication of Camp 
LuWiSoMo. This continued on 1963, and in 
1964 they decided to serve a chicken barbe-
que, which was provided by the Brakebush 
Brothers.  This evolved into what is now 
known as Family Weekend, an annual event 
to celebrate camp and what God is doing 
and has done here.  To this day we still cele-
brate with Brakebush chicken BBQ!   
This year we will be celebrating again, but 
things will look a little different. 
 

We are excited for the new changes to our 
Family Weekend schedule.  We will be kick-
ing off the weekend with a Fish Fry by Your 
Friends from Reedsburg, the original  fish 
frying group, a welcome gathering and cele-
bration in the Chapel, and a campfire and 
sing-a-long.   
Saturday will kick off with Family Growth 
time, the Pastor Bill Walk for LuWiSoMo, 
and the Silent Auction.  The rest of the 
morning will feature activity sessions taught 
by our summer staff and alumni.  This will 
be a chance to experience the same activities 
our summer campers do through out the 
summer such as archery, canoeing, games, 
arts & crafts, and many more.  Back again is 
our Chicken BBQ, sponsored by Brakebush 
Brothers as well as the afternoon Ping Pong 
Ball Drop. The evening ends with a Family 
& Alumni Cookout at the Picnic Shelter, 
Live Entertainment including Bob Lenz, and 
an amazing fireworks show.  This Sunday we 
will also be offering a time of worship with  
coffee and donuts.  More details coming at 
www.luwisomo.org. We hope you can join 
us. 
 
Did You Know? 
The first fireworks ground display at Family 
Weekend took place in the mid-1970s and 
was a Native American sitting in a canoe 
with a bow and arrow shooting at  a deer. 
Don Oakley took care of the fireworks that 
Family Weekend and did the fireworks show 
for many decades.  The fireworks show is 
now a staple at our celebration 



Power of LuWiSoMo 
This past fall we asked campers to share 
what Camp LuWiSoMo meant to them. 
Jesse G., known as “Beefstick” here at camp, 
began as a camper at LuWiSoMo and now 
serves as one of our high school  leaders in 
our C.I.T. program (Counselor-in-Training). 
Here are Jesse’s thought on a summer at 
camp: 
  I was at Camp LuWiSoMo several weeks 
throughout the last summer as a C.I.T.  
Throughout my time there I learned about 
Camp LuWiSoMo.  First,  I learned that eve-
ryone at camp is very encouraging and 
works to build everybody up.  Another think 
I discovered was that the Camp LuWiSoMo 
is Christ  centered you turn.  There fore, it is 
a very good place to grow your Christian 
faith and get faith related questions an-
swered.  Finally, Camp LuWiSoMo is a great 
place to make friends; personally I have 
made great friends at camp.  Therefore, for 
all these reasons, and more, I believe that 
everybody should get the chance to experi-
ence Camp LuWiSoMo! 
 
If you’ve like to share your story of how Lu-
WiSoMo impacted your life, email you story 
to powerofluwisomo@luwisomo.org 
 
What Else is Going On? 
If you enjoy camping, the LuWiSoMo 
Campground is the place to be this sum-
mer.  We have a variety of electrical and wa-
ter sites and primitive sites for those who 
enjoy camping in a tent or camper, or look-
ing for a seasonal site.  We also have three 

log cabins.  There are plenty of activities for 
the whole family with mini golf, horse shoes, 
playground, volley ball, and access to 800 
feet of waterfront on Round Lake on you 
main campus.  There are also two shower 
housed, free laundry facilities, and a camp 
store and firewood available.  Go to  
www.luwisomo.org/campgrounds for more 
details.  Opens May 12th. 
 
Join the fun at The Meadows of Sixmile 
Creek in Waunakee, Wisconsin on May 16th 
for our annual Tee Up for LuWiSoMo golf 
outing.  Not a golfer? Contribute with an 
Event Sponsorship, or a Special Ministry 
Partner gift.  We hope you can join us! Visit 
www.luwisomo.org/tee-up-for-luwisomo for 
more information. 
 
Our Joyful Hearts program is designed for 
individuals who have developmental disabili-
ties.  This program provides a quality camp-
ing experience in a safe Christian environ-
ment.  All campers take part in the usual 
camp activities, but each activity is modified 
based on the needs of the campers each 
week.  These activities include worship, Bi-
ble studies, campfires, swimming, canoeing, 
archery, games arts and crafts and many oth-
ers.  Visit www.luwisomo.org/joyful-hearts-
summer to register or for more information 



We have not the reason to despair, quite simply 
because Christ has risen.”  
—Richard John Neuhaus   
 
“When Jesus went to the cross, he got crucified 
and Satan got nailed!”  
—Dr. Harry Wendt   

 
 
 
 

On the third day, the friends of Christ coming at 
daybreak … found the grave empty and the 
stone rolled away. In varying ways they realized 
the new wonder; but even they hardly realized 
that the world had died in the night. What they 
were looking at was the first day of a new crea-
tion, with a new heaven and a new earth; and in 
a semblance of the gardener, God walked again 
in the garden, in the cool not of the evening but 
of the dawn.  
—G.K. Chesterton   

Expanding our view of service 
We often think of serving in terms of Matthew 
25: supplying food and clothing; caring for the 
sick, incarcerated and other “least of these” 
members of society — serving Jesus in the proc-
ess. But we also can serve him with our unique 
talents and by doing things we love.  
For example, Ged King, a barber in England, 
devotes some of his time off to giving homeless 
people free haircuts. Imagine Jesus saying, “For 
my hair was long and scraggly, and you cut it” — 
or “My heart was lonely, and you played music 
to lift my spirits. I could no longer read small 
print, and you read to me. I have to work two 
jobs, and you invited my child to spend after-
noons crafting with you. My car broke down, 
and you repaired it.” Then the King will say, 
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father … 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” 
(Matthew 25:34, 40, NIV; emphasis added). 




